HSUS, a DC-based corporation with $322 million in assets, is leading the opposition to Question 3, the
Right to Food for Maine referendum. In 2020, HSUS received $214.4 million in revenue, with $39.6
million earmarked for investigations and lobbying. [1]
HSUS was formed in 1954 as an animal welfare organization. Despite being called the Humane Society
of the United States, HSUS does not run or oversee local animal shelters or rescues. [2]
When HSUS brought Wayne Pacelle on as CEO in 2004, it resulted in a shift in organizational
priorities, with the group increasingly focusing on opposing hunting and working to stop the use of
animals in agriculture. In 2005, the Fund for Animals, an anti-hunting organization led by Wayne
Pacelle, merged with HSUS. [3, 4]
Pacelle stated in Full Cry magazine, "We are going to use the ballot box and the democratic process to
stop all hunting in the United States. We will take it species by species until all hunting is stopped in
California. Then we will take it state by state." [5]
Leadership for HSUS increasingly reflects ties to big money and political interests unrelated to
protecting animal welfare.
HSUS Board members include Carolyn Everson, Vice President of the Global Business Group at
Facebook and former Vice President of Microsoft’s Global Sales teams, and Georgina Bloomberg,
daughter of former New York Mayor Mike Bloomberg. [6]
One name comes up more than any other in HSUS leadership, and that's McKinsey & Company.
McKinsey has been advising governments, military and corporations on policy and spending priorities
for over 90 years. McKinsey led the way in helping corporations convert to wartime production for
World War II. In 1973, McKinsey led a project for a consortium of grocery chains and food packagers
to implement the barcode for use in food sales. [7]
McKinsey touts the fact that its clients include 90 of the world’s 100 biggest companies. The group
also manages a $12 billion hedge fund that has been used to assist its clients in increasing profits. [8]
HSUS Board Member Adi Kumar is an active Partner at McKinsey. [6]
Erin Frackleton, Chief Operating Officer for HSUS, is a former partner McKinsey & Company. [9]
Sharon Lee Patrick, HSUS Board Member, is a former Principal for McKinsey & Company. [6]
The McKinsey Center for Agricultural Transformation partners with governments, donors, and
companies "to improve evidence-based planning and set priorities for accelerating agricultural
transformation." [10]
McKinsey works with EU biotech companies to expand markets for their products. [11]
McKinsey was brought in as a consultant to promote the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa
(AGRA). AGRA was started by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. [12] The Gates foundation had
previously hired McKinsey to assist in implementing vaccine drug trials in Africa. [13]

AGRA is pushing changes to seed laws that protect patented seeds and penalize seed trading. [13]
McKinsey has been developing policy plans for AGRA and organizing lobbying meetings between
agricultural investors and government representatives in African countries. [14] McKinsey is
promoting policies in Africa to encourage landspreading of sludge and industrial wastes by farmers,
consolidation of farm land control, and increase use of AI in farming. [15, 16]
HSUS Board member Brad Jakeman is Co-Founder and Managing Partner Rethink Food LLC. [6]
Rethink Food LLC a is a venture fund investing in agriculture technology, processing and consumer
packaged goods. Rethink Food partners include McKinsey, Goldman Sachs, JP Morgan, and
Impossible Foods. [17] Over the past five years, McKinsey has been actively promoting the value of
synthetic meat products Beyond Meat and Impossible Foods. [18]
In 2016 HSUS, along with Tyson Foods and Bill Gates, invested venture capital in Beyond Meat. [19]
Since that time, HSUS and spin-off group Animal Wellness Action have been actively promoting
Beyond Meat as a solution to animal welfare concerns. [20, 21, 22]
AWA is a DC-based lobbying corporation started in 2018 by long-time HSUS CEO Wayne Pacelle,
after he resigned from HSUS following a series of sexual assault allegations from workers. AWA
employs former HSUS lobbyist Marty Irby as its Executive Director. AWA start-up funding included
major donations from the Vice President of HSUS. [23, 24]
In September of 2021, Animal Wellness Action announced formation of a new group, "Right to Food
Leaves a Bad Taste In Our Mouth Coalition." The press release from AWA showed its DC-roots,
listing the campaign against Question 3 as being in Portland, Oregon instead of Portland, Maine. [25]
AWA created the National Veterinary Council to put vets in the forefront of its organizing and provide
public credibility for its policy goals. [26, 27] The President of the Maine Veterinary Medical
Association is a long-time member of the Maine Animal Welfare Advisory Council [28]. The Council
has included the Maine State Director for HSUS Katie Lisnik, and is headed up by Normal Worley,
who served on a HSUS congressional panel and has partnered with HSUS to assist in kennel seizures.
[29, 30] In 2019 Bonnie Martinolich, Partner at Preti Flaherty and District Leader volunteer for the
Humane Society of the United States, was added to the Maine Animal Welfare Advisory Council. [31]
The AWA Coalition is headed up by Gina Garey, Maine state director of Animal Wellness Action, and
former Vice President of Wealth Management for Morgan Stanley. [32] The opposition group is
registered as a PAC with the Maine Ethics Commission as “No on 3: Right to Food is Wrong for Maine
Committee." AWA is listed as the only donor to that PAC.
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